
Jeanne grew up in Oswego, Kansas 
(population about 1250 back then) and she met her 
future husband, John Shields from the nearby town 
of Chetopa, Kan-
sas. Sadly, 
Jeanne recently 
lost John on No-
vember, 13, 2015 
after nearly 60 
years of mar-
riage. They had 
no children. 

Before mov-
ing to Scottsdale, 
AZ and joining 
the Arizona Clas-
sic Thunderbird 
Club in 1985, 
Jeanne and John 
were very active 
in CTCI (early 
CTCI member-
ship 03519) and 
were founding 
charter members 
of Chapter 47, 
Heart of America 
T-bird Club of Kansas City, which was chartered in 
1975.  Jeanne was an avid supporter of CTCI and in 
the early 80s she applied for and received her own 
separate CTCI membership number 19445.  Jeanne 
and John loved the classic Thunderbirds and had 
three of them over the years. There was "Pinky", a 
Fiesta Red `56 T-bird and "Red", a Flame Red `57 T-
bird and "Fred", a Supercharged Colonial White 
`57 "F" Bird. They restored and enjoyed them all. 

Jeanne and John attended most CTCI Regional 
or International Conventions (Jeanne was at Albu-
querque in 2015) over the years and were Master 
Judges. John judged over 34 times and Jeanne 
wasn`t far behind.  Jeanne was a "Sharp-Eyed 
Judge", she judged our `56 T-bird at a CTCI conven-
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tion once and she spotted a nearly invisible grease 
spot on the carpet.  That cost us a point, among oth-
er deductions, but Jeanne got it right. 

After moving to 
Arizona, Jeanne 
went to work for 
RE/Max Excali-
bur Realty in 
Scottsdale and 
never retired. At 
78, she was still 
working full time 
as a Broker/
Transaction Co-
ordinator at RE/
Max Realty. 
Jeanne usually 
went to work well 
before 6:00 AM 
to get things 
ready for the dai-
ly fun when the 
doors opened for 
business. 
Jeanne was an 
energetic, happy 
lady who was 

always busy and cared more about her many 
friends’ well-being than she did her own.  She was a 
special lady and she would want us to be happy at 
this time, not sad.  That`s not easy to do, as Jeanne 
will really be missed, but we`re glad that Jeanne, like 
John, came our way.  Our many fond memories will 
not be forgotten and it’s comforting to know that 
Jeanne and John are together once again, cruising 
the Highways of Heaven in their topless classic 
Thunderbirds. 

Stewart and Mary Wright 

JEANNE SHIELDS - 1938 — 2016 

ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

Jeanne in “Red” with  Pinnacle Peak in the background , circa 1988 
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Linda, along with several other ACTC women, 

was also a dedicated member of the Red Hat Socie-

ty.  Perhaps you recall seeing them on occasion.  Liv-

ing in Sun Lakes, golf 

was obviously another 

of Linda’s many activi-

ties.  And as casinos 

sprung up around the 

area, she found that 

she enjoyed playing 

Bingo.  Many a night 

found her covering the 

score sheet with her 

chips. 

Unfortunately, in 1993 

Linda was diagnosed 

with cancer.  She 

spent weeks in the UA 

cancer hospital under-

going a bone marrow 

procedure and then 

waged an eight year 

battle to finally be 

cancer free.  Her posi-

tive attitude paid off 

for her with a five year 

respite from medical 

issues. 

However, in 2006 Lin-

da developed a heart 

condition that required 

a pace maker and 

subsequently a combination pace maker-

defibrillator.  Again, Linda maintained a positive atti-

tude through all these medical challenges.  Just 

weeks ago, her body weakened and at the age of 69, 

Linda passed away peacefully. 

We were so fortunate to have had this beautiful 

lady as our friend.  She will be missed. 

Ken Falkenberry 

  

Our Thunderbird family has lost one of our 

lovely ladies.  Linda Lee (Kasin) Murray passed 

away on September 13 after a brief illness.  Linda 

was a long time club 

member whose 

smile made every-

one feel spe-

cial.  She is survived 

by her brother, Bill 

Kasin, who lived next 

door to her in Sun 

Lakes.  

Linda was a 

member of the Risen 

Savior Lutheran 

Church in Chandler.  

Private services will 

be for family mem-

bers only.  

Linda was born 

in Baltimore, Mary-

land and lived there 

until her family 

moved to Denver 

where she attended 

Abraham Lincoln 

High School.  After 

she graduated from 

high school, Linda 

moved with her par-

ents to Phoenix and 

went to work for 

Motorola where she met her future husband Bud 

Murray. 

Linda and Bud joined CTCI on December 10, 

1982 and were assigned CTCI number 20200.  Then 

in 1983, she and Bud joined ACTC adding their Fies-

ta Red 56 T-bird to our aviary.  She loved the social 

aspect of our club, especially any events that includ-

ed dancing.  Living in Sun Lakes, she frequently at-

tended dances at their club and with her knowledge 

of their large activity center; she was instrumental in 

arranging for our club to rent the venue for meetings 

and parties.  The “Prom” party and a Christmas par-

ty, complete with a cluster of lighted trees with split 

rail fencing were very special events.  And the Sun 

Lakes location provided ACTC members a chance to 

drive our T-birds to meetings and events. 

 

 

      SHHHHHH…. 
 

As a courtesy to others, please remember 
to turn off your phones or set them on vibrate 
when you enter the meeting room! 

LINDA LEE MURRAY - 1947 — 2016 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    
  I will start out by saying kudos to 
the Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego 
and the Earlybirds of Southern Califor-
nia that hosted the CTCI International 

Convention in San Diego.  Those folks did a fantas-
tic job and all the CTCI attendees from around the 
world had a great time.  Secondly, I want to say what 
a fantastic job Chris Ames has done on the Arizona 
Bird Chatter and he was acknowledged for his ef-
forts with a Silver Award in the 2016 CTCI Newslet-
ter Contest. Not bad considering he had only been 
Editor a couple months prior to the entry submission 
deadline and only had three issues to choose from.   

Next I want to acknowledge the outstanding 
representation ACTC had at the event as we had at 
one count thirty people attending. Not only the num-
ber of members attending but the number of our T-
birds that were shown and the number of awards we 
brought back to Arizona. While I will leave the actual  
breakdown of awards to others, I know we brought 
home three Gold awards in Concours I Division and 
and some of those cars will all be elevated to Senior 
status (along with their owners).  There were a num-
ber of cars entered in the various Touring Divisions 
and I believe we brought home some bronze and 
silver awards in the touring division.  A great job by 
all! 

Representing ACTC in the operational areas 
were members Chris Ames, Eric Fehrmann, Jim 
Rodgers, Chuck Thompson and Mike Wood who 
volunteered to attend the judges training and then 
judged in the Concours d’Elegance.  Chris Ames,  
Paul and Jean Fruscello, Carter Rodgers, and Tom 
and Yvonne Wagner volunteered to help staff the 
hospitality suite. 

On behalf of our Club, I want to thank Stewart 
and Mary Wright for their time and effort to photo-
graphically capture the convention.  You’ll see some 
of their pictures in this newsletter. 

I would like to personally thank Ken Falkenber-
ry, Don Henderson and Mike Wood for helping me 
with the “Blue Bird” as she took home the gold with 
240.5 points on her first judging in certified competi-
tion. Thanks guys, I couldn’t have done it without 
your support! That is what this club is all about with 
friends helping friends when needed and having fun 
with our T-birds. 

As we head into the end of 2016, it is as you 
know, election time of officers and I again encourage 
you to be an active member and volunteer to contin-
ue the efforts of those that have volunteered over 
the years.  Without volunteers stepping up to the 

plate, the club will cease to exist as it will not run on 
its own.  At the last meeting I read a poem written by 
our very own Jeannie Wood that states pretty well 
what it is all about.  Jeannie has such a gift of mean-
ingful poetic verse, I have included the poem here for 
all members to read. 

 
IF THE SHOE FITS, WEAR IT. 

Do you attend the meetings 
and mingle with the flock? 
Or do you stay at home 
to criticize and knock? 

Do you take an active part  
to help the work along? 
Or are you satisfied  
to only just belong? 

When the business session comes around, 
do you pretend to be sick? 
Then leave the work to just a few 
and talk about the clique? 

Think this over, member, 
you know right from wrong. 
Are you an active member? 
Or do you just belong? 
 
Finally, at the last meeting I mentioned that 

Chris and Sharon Ames were out of town due to 
Sharon’s mother passing but it was actually Chris’s 
stepmother who had passed away.  My apology to 
you both for the mistake, but our hearts are with you 
during this time. 

 Until next month: "If it runs 
then drive it!" 

Jim Rodgers 

Mary and Stewart Wright smiling at the end of a busy day 
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ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

Sixty-three ACTC mem-
bers and 25 classic T-birds 
were present at the cool Octo-
ber 6,  1991 meeting held at 
Bill Johnson`s Big Apple Res-
taurant on the SW corner of 
Bell Rd and 19th Ave. Break-
fast was $7 per person back 
then, but sadly that historic 
western style restaurant 
closed its doors in 2014.  

   Twenty-five years ago in October, there were 
219 members in ACTC. Many of them volunteered to 
help ACTC host the annual London Bridge Days cel-
ebration at Lake Havasu on Oct 11, 12 and 13, 1991. 
T-birders from Arizona,  adjoining states and beyond, 
registered and came to Lake Havasu City for a long 
weekend of fun-filled activities. Many ACTC members 
volunteered to make that weekend a big success. 

   October is also the month for spooks and gob-
lins, so the Devlins graciously offered to host the 
Club Members at their home for a "Ghostly Encounter 
Halloween Bash" on Oct 26, `91. Eighty-two strange 
and weird T-birders showed up for a wonderful even-
ing and they all enjoyed the pot-luck dinner, costume 
judging and dancing to the Wurlitzer Juke Box music 
and more. Among other celebrity guests,  Aunt Jemi-
ma  showed up and she was later identified as being 
Lynne Silvernale, who walked away with a best cos-
tume award. Larry and Nancy Meskimen were there 
as an Indian and Squaw. They danced away to the 
Wurlitzer music and it worked, the next day it rained! 

Stewart Wright 

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

October 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 9 Meeting - PERA Park 

November 2 The Springs of Scottsdale Senior 
Apartment Community - Rodgers 

November 13 Election Meeting followed by plan-
ning meeting 

November 24 Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day 
Parade - Havel 

December 17 Christmas Party 
Phoenix Country Club 

  

January 27-28 
 

Back to Tubac 
Marchisotto 

March 2-5 
 

Midnight at the Oasis 
Dolan 

April 28-30 Route 66 Fun Run 

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

I want to thank our ACTC members for their 
engagement in our Club.  You represent ACTC at 
CTCI events, local Car Shows and Parades; record-
ed the minutes of our Meetings; researched Club 
History to write reflections; compiled lists of Birth-
days and Anniversaries; write articles about upcom-
ing events; write introductions to New Members;  
and you write memorials to our departed members. 

Additionally, I want to thank Pat Ciammitti and 
Barb Blair for their specific contributions.  Each 
month I send drafts of the newsletter to Pat to proof 
read.  In addition to her grammatical and syntactical 
skills, Pat draws on 31 years of ACTC membership 
to fine tune the historical context. 

And over the course of 20 years as Arizona 
Bird Chatter Editor,  Barb established a consistent 
award winning format and style for our newsletter. 

So when the Arizona Bird Chatter was an-
nounced as a Silver Award recipient at the Septem-
ber 17 CTCI award banquet, it was a privilege and 
an honor to accept the award on behalf of the mem-
bers of ACTC.   

Chris Ames 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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Veterans Foreign Wars Parade early morning on 

Thanksgiving Day.  They need from 24-26 cars for 

that.  Contact the Havel’s if you are interested.  

Finally, let’s be sure to attend our annual Christ-

mas Party, December 17, to be held at the Phoe-

nix Country Club.  There will be Christmas Baskets 

raffled as well as four tickets drawn for a FREE 

Christmas meal at our party.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Elections to be held at the 
November 13 meeting. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee called at-
tention to the new shirts and hats that are now availa-

ble.  He is taking orders for these and also for any 

items on the website that members want or need. 

Check the website or newsletter for what products 

are available.  If there is something you want to see, 

call Tom and he will bring it to the next meeting.  

SECRETARY:  Dede Ross had no report.  

TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave the current 
balance in both the checking and rainy day accounts. 

AUDITOR:  Terry Duquette had no report. 

EX-OFFICIO:  Gregg Thurston was not in at-
tendance.  

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Frank Graziano re-
quested that Officers remain after this meeting for 

both a picnic and Christmas Party update. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson had 
no report. 

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames was not in at-
tendance.  

MEMBERSHIP:  Jim Cook reported member-
ship stands at 118 households; 215 members and 

100 T-birds.  We have (18) 55’s (29) 56’s and (53) 

57’s.  

HISTORIAN:  Duane Foster had no report.  

WEB MASTER / E-MAIL COORDINATOR:  
Chuck Young was not in attendance.  

CTCI:  Neither Chuck Thompson or Chuck 
Young were in attendance but it was reported that 

CTCI is still looking for a volunteer Treasurer. 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Kathy Marchisot-
to was not in attendance. 

PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported 8 T
-birds.  He counted (2) 55’s, (2) 56’s and (4) 57’s for a 

total of 8 T-birds.  The prize went to a 1957 White T-

bird belonging to Bob Ligon who just replaced the 

engine. 

SPLIT THE POT:  Skip Holt won $90.00.  Con-
gratulations. 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn 

the meeting at 10:21 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dede Ross, Secretary   

SEPTEMBER  MEETING  MINUTES 
 

President, Jim Rodgers, called the Septem-

ber 11, 2016 meeting to order at 9:18 AM.  This 

meeting was held at the Martin Museum, Phoenix.  

Before the normal Pledge, Jim asked that we have 

a moment of silence to recognize the people our 

country lost in the 9/11 attacks. Members then recited 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  A 

motion to dispense with the reading of the July Meet-

ing Minutes was made and seconded.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Jim Rodgers an-
nounced that he has been approached by a group 

that is putting on a Car Show on the Polo Grounds on 

November 5 from 10:00 AM until 6:00 PM.  This is 

being held in conjunction with a show entitled Horses 

and Horsepower.  There are many activities also, but 

once your car is parked in the show, you cannot leave 

the grounds until 5:00 PM.  See the newsletter or 

speak with Jim if you have any questions.  A show of 

hands indicated there will 4 or 5 of our cars at the 

Show.  The Club also received an invitation from The 

Springs of Scottsdale Senior Apartment Community 

requesting our presence at their Car Show. This will 

be held November 2.  A show of hands indicated in-

terested people.  Check the newsletter for details.  

HOSPITALITY:  Yvonne Wagner introduced 
Jim Rodgers’s guest; Doug Kluender.  Jim explained 

they met in 1961 and have been friends going on 60 

years!  Bob and Julie Ligon finally drove their T-bird 

to a meeting … yeah!  Bob has been working on it for 

three years. On a sad note, Eric Fehrmann’s wife 

Kathryn is in the hospital.  Gene Anderson had a skin 

cancer removed.  Linda Murray is extremely ill and 

we pray she is made comfortable.  Our condolences 

to Sharon Ames as her mother recently passed away.  

On a happy note, Happy Birthday was sung to all 

members with September birthdays.    

ACTIVITIES:  Myrna Foster thanked all Club 
Members for the cards and calls during her recovery. 

She asked that members SAVE THE DATE of No-

vember 20 when she will be celebrating her 80th 

birthday. An invitation will be sent later with details.  

September 13-18 is the CTCI National Meeting in 

San Diego.  Run to the Pines is September 23-25.  

Contact Frank Graziano for any information needed 

or check the newsletter. Call Jim Havel if you have 

any questions about the Night at the Pavilions sched-

uled for October 8. The October 9 meeting will be at 

PERA Park and will be the annual Officers’ Picnic 

which was rained out in April.  It is free to members 

and $5 for kids over 12 and guests.  Don’t forget the 

mailto:Dede%20Ross%3cdross15@cox.net%3e
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OFFICER ELECTIONS 
 
This year we have several members running for 

the same Board positions, so I thought it would be 
good to hear from each candidate regarding their 
reason for running and their outlook for the Club. 

As of this writing, there is one candidate for 
President, Jean Fruscello.  

There are three candidates for Vice-President; 
John Dalmolin, Paul Fruscello, and Ken Lane. 

There is one candidate for Secretary, Kate 
Marchisotto. 

Three candidates are running for Member-at-
Large; Rich Bialy, Frank Graziano and John Marchi-
sotto.  

Following are the responses received from the 
candidates. It was optional for the candidates to re-
spond: 

 
CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT:  I am looking 

forward to following a long line of excellent people 
that have held the office of President of this Club and 
contributed their leadership that has made ACTC the 
success that it has been for many many years. 

As we know, nothing stays the same.  Life 
moves on and we, of course, must move with it.  The 
next few years this Club will be growing in a slightly 
different direction to meet the changing needs of our 
membership.  With the leadership of our Board and 
the support of our membership I hope to see more 
local events that will allow greater participation for all 
of us.  I look forward to being part of that growth. 

Jean Fruscello 
 
CANDIDATE FOR VICE-PRESIDENT:  Over 

the years the Club has had many events that  have 
been fun to attend and have been well attended by 
its members. However, some of these activities are 
getting old and are being less and less attended. Al-
so, some members, because the club is aging out, 
do not like to drive any distance to an event. We 
need to work on having more activities closer to 
home. I am sure there are members that can suggest 
activities, but do not want to be stuck with planning 
them by themselves. It would be my job then to help 
them form a committee to run this event, and to work 
with them and the Board to see if the Club would 
subsidize it, if need be, to make it more desirable. I 
think it was proven by the Progressive Dinner and 
the Luau, that if we keep things close to home, sim-
ple, and fun, an activity will be well attended. There 
are some events that will always be there, but we 
need to cultivate new ideas. 

Paul C. Fruscello 

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY:  I am a can-
didate for Secretary for the Arizona Classic Thunder-
bird Club.  So far I am the only candidate.  I hope that 
I will be able to do as good a job as Dede Ross has 
done in the past. 

Being able to be on the Board will enable me to 
inform the Board of the wishes of the members.  Be-
ing the Call Coordinator, I do hear comments and re-
quests for changes from the members through my 
callers and Rita Havel’s callers. 

In addition to the car events, the Club has al-
ways had social functions that everyone seems to 
enjoy.  In addition to those fun events, I would like to 
see some more local Car Shows on the calendar and 
have more people participating. 

I would also like to see more members attending 
the meetings. But in order to have that happen, we 
need to have the meetings throughout the valley.  I 
hear the members complain about that issue.  It 
would be a reason to drive our cars throughout our 
beautiful valley and then go on a run after the meet-
ings. 

So, I hope to have your vote not only for the po-
sition of Secretary but for the issues I have ex-
pressed above. 

We need to keep the Club active.  Unfortunate-
ly, there are only a certain number of people who are 
participating and we want to keep Members attending 
and hopefully encourage more people to participate 
in the events and at the meetings. 

Kate Marchisotto 
 
CANDIDATE FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  I 

believe the main responsibilities of this position are to 
secure breakfast locations that serve a quality break-
fast that includes drinks at a reasonable price, usually 
around $13.  The location should also commit that 
there will be seconds available for members and no 
room charge, thus making it feasible that the Club will 
not need to offset a room charge by using Split-the-
Pot monies.  The effort should also be made to do, as 
we did this year, try to move the meetings to various 
locations like the Martin Museum and other interest-
ing locations when possible.  I will continue to wel-
come your suggestions.  Lastly, I wish to thank Sam 
Ciammitti and Chuck Young for their help this year.  If 
you choose to re-elect me to this position, I will con-
tinue to develop new locations and expand the scope 
of this position. 

My name is Frank Graziano and I agree with 
this message. 

Frank Graziano 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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CANDIDATE FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE: I'm 

running for the Board position of Member-at-Large. I 
believe that our members come first.  Several years 
ago, we voted to have our monthly meetings at a dif-
ferent venue each month.  I feel that has not been the 
case. 

If elected to this position, I will go out to find new 
venues for our monthly meetings to make it fair for all 
members who live north, south, east and west in the 
valley. I will do my best to negotiate and try to keep 
the costs where they are now, if possible. 

I feel I can accomplish this for the Club.  I will 
have an assistant to make sure everything goes 
smoothly if I am out of town.  I plan to have every-
thing set up for the year. I also plan in advance to 
have every monthly meeting venue in the newsletter.  
That way we all can plan our Sundays in advance 
and Kate can plan runs after the meeting. 

If you want change to make it fair for everybody, 
I'm asking for your vote. 

Thank you,  
John Marchisotto 

 

WANTED TO BUY - ’55 Thunderbird, restored 
or driver condition. 

Call Mike Fruciano at (602) 616-4971. 

WANTED TO BUY - ACTC Bola Tie. 
Call Jim Rodgers  at (602) 300-5792. 

FOR SALE - 1999 Mustang GT convertible, 
the car runs and looks like new. 

Call Carter Rodgers at (602) 501-3579. 

FOR SALE - New aluminum T-bird radia-
tor, catalog price $325 w/shipping, now $285 w/
shipping. 

LED Tail lights: 1956 or 1957 T-bird, catalog 
price $158 + shipping, now: $140. 

Power brake pedal, catalog price $44.90 + ship-
ping, now $35 

Transmission Lock, catalog price $27.50, now 
$20. 

Call Ken Falkenberry  (480) 861-3742. 

FOR SALE - 245HP 312 1957 D Bird engine 
and Fordomatic transmission less carburetor.  Engine 
believed to have approximately 10,000 miles on it and 
transmission has approximately 500 miles.  Both sold 
complete as a unit $4,000. 

 Call Jim Rodgers  at (602) 300-5792. 

(Continued from page 6) FOR SALE - items from Ways and Means: 

40th Anniversary T-bird wrist watch ........... $30 

Red T-bird earrings .................................... $21 

Black T-bird earrings .................................. $21 

Red duffle bag w/ ACTC patch ................... $24 

Black duffle bag w/ ACTC patch ................ $24 

L Black T-shirt bumper to bumper ‘57 ........ $26 

L zipper front black sweatshirt w/ 
     ACTC patch .......................................... $25 

Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button  
     Shirt w/ ACTC patch ............................. $12 

XL Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ......... $17 

L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ........... $17 

XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .......... $17 

L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel 
     Shirt ...................................................... $10 

XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered 
     w/ red car and lettering ......................... $10 

L Red Polo shirt with ACTC patch .............. $36 

L Ladies denim vest - embroidered ............ $12 

Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch .... $18 

Baseball cap Navy w/ ACTC patch ............ $18 

ACTC grill badge ....................................... $65 

6 ACTC license plate frames ................ $13 ea 

2 Thunderbird plates ............................. $13 ea 

‘55 T-bird on AZ route 66 black and 
     white w/ red car  60” x 19” ................... $215 

‘55-’56 T-bird “Chrome Front Bullet” 
     mounted acrylic art  23” x 16” .............. $150 

‘56 T-bird “White Tail Fin” mounted 
     acrylic art 16” x 23” ............................. $145 

 

ACTC NIGHT AT THE PAVILIONS 

October 8 

 It’s time for our Fall ACTC Night at the 
McDonald’s at the Pavilions on Indian Bend 
and 101, Saturday, October 8. 
We have a reserved area in the front parking 

lot, but we can only save the spots until 4:00 PM, so 
shine up your rides and get there early.  I look for-
ward to seeing you there. 

For more information, call Jim Havel at (480) 
816-1450. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
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OFFICERS’  PICNIC 

October 9 

Your ACTC Officers are looking forward to 
greeting and cooking for all Club 
Members (and their special guests) 
attending the picnic on October 9 at 
12:30 PM at PERA Park.  The 
menu for the day will be good food, 
enlightening conversation, lots of 
fun and games and entertainment 
for all.  Please bring your favorite lawn chairs and 
plan to enjoy! 

 

SPRINGS OF SCOTTSDALE 
November 2 

The Springs of Scottsdale Senior Apartment  
Community is planning another Route 66 event for 
10:00 AM on Wednesday, November 2.  Last year 
we joined the Model T and Model A clubs to display 
our T-birds for a couple of hours.   Location: 3312 N. 
Miller Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85251.  Please let me 
know by October 20 if you will attend. 

Jim Rodgers  

FOUNTAIN HILLS  

(Continued from page 7) THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE 
November 24 

 
Calling all T-birders:  If you are able to give up 

three to four hours of your time on Thanksgiving 
morning, please assist us in honoring a Veteran of 
Foreign Wars. 

Assembly is 7:45 AM; the Parade begins 
promptly at 9:00 AM.  We are in the first position in 
the Parade (therefore no idling time is required for 
your vehicle), then you are invited to the Havel’s for 
breakfast. 

Last year we had 25 Veterans and we were 
able to provide 25 convertible vehicles.  Thank you T
-birders. 

Questions, Call Rita Havel at (480) 816-1450 or 
e-mail at havels26@yahoo.com 

 

BACK  TO  TUBAC 

January 28-29, 2017 

 Next year’s Tubac Car Show will be 
held on January 28 and 29 at the Tubac 
Golf Resort and Spa.  This is a great show 
and fills up fast. If you have never attended 
this show, put it on your calendar for next 
year. Registration forms have been sent 

out to registrants of  last year’s show.  If you plan on 
attending, go on line and download an application for 
next year's show, at www.carnuts.org and mail it in 
right away. 

Friday night they have a BBQ at the resort that 
most members attend, and you can sign up for on 
the show application. Saturday is the show, rain or 
shine. If it rains, the show will be held in the parking 
lot, otherwise it will be held on the grass.  

To make your room reservation, call the Tubac 
resort (520) 398-2211 and ask for the Car Nuts show 
rate.  After you make your room reservation, please 
call  me at (480) 695-0676 and let me know. 

When we get closer to the date, I will have more 
information about going together down to Tubac.  

Thank you. 
John Marchisotto                                                     

 

March 2 - 5, 2017 
Check next month for details or contact me at 

(408) 480-0913   
Mike Dolan 

mailto:havels26@yahoo.com
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.carnuts.org/
mailto:John%20Marchisotto%3cjbuzrd@q.com%3e?subject=Tubac%20trip
mailto:Nand1@cox.net?subject=MATO
http://midnightattheoasis.net/
http://www.carnuts.org/
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While on the Midway we were also treated to a very 
nice lunch on the flight deck.  What a view! 

In between all the events, there was time to 
clean our cars and get ready for Friday's judging, the 
big event that brought us all together.  My hat's off to 
both our hosting clubs.  They did an excellent job ar-
ranging judges and accomplishing the detailed judg-
ing process in the least amount of time of any con-
vention that I have attended. 

Friday evening saw most of the convention go-
ers heading to the Corvette Diner for a fun dinner 
and to show the local Corvette Club that T-Birds 
know how to rally.  We won the challenge, 80 Thun-
derbirds to 2 Corvettes who showed up that night.  
Guess we know who the fun partiers are! 

(Continued on page 10) 

CTCI International Convention 

Fun, Fun, Fun in the California Sun.  The 
theme of this year's convention definitely lived up to 
it's name.  Congratulations to the Classic Thunder-
birds of San Diego and the Earlybirds of Southern 
California for hosting a great, fun packed conven-
tion.   And, congratulations to ACTC for a great turn-
out.  We had thirty members at this year's conven-
tion! One of the largest turnouts at the convention.   

For ACTC, the convention began on Tuesday.  
Chuck and Judy Thompson led a small group to San 
Diego to be there in time for the CTCI Board meet-
ing and CTCI Membership meeting on Wednesday.  
On Wednesday, Ken Falkenberry and Virginia 
Snyder led a second group. 

The trip over was largely uneventful except for 
the construction on Interstate 8 and a flat tire on 
Tom Harris's car just outside of Yuma. 

The fun began on Wednesday evening with a 
Welcoming Party around the hotel pool.  This year's 
convention was attended by 500+ folks with over 
150 classic Thunderbirds in the judging.  CTCI mem-
bers from almost every state and many countries 
attended including Canada, Sweden and New Zea-
land.  A really good turnout. 

On Thursday, there was Judges Training for 

those members who volunteered to judge.  Again, 
ACTC was well represented.  The big event for the 
day however, was a tour of the USS Midway.  Wow 
was that impressive! The Midway (a huge aircraft 
carrier) was put into service in 1946 and remained 
an active part of the US Navy until 1992.  The self-
guided tour made almost every part of the ship avail-
able.  There were several movies explaining the aw-
ful events of WWII.  There were many planes on dis-
play from that era including one that had actually 
been based on the Midway.  Lots to see and do and 
a great tribute to our valued military who fight so 
hard to make the lifestyle that we have possible.  

Chuck and Judy Thompson going for the Gold 
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In Concours I class, Mike Wood received the 
gold award and was elevated to Senior status for his 
1955 Thunderbird. 

In Concours 1 class, Chuck and Judy Thompson 
received the gold award and were elevated to Senior 
status for their 1957 Thunderbird 

What a great showing! 
If you have never had the opportunity to attend a 

CTCI convention, you are missing a great event.  It is 
not just a car judging event.  These clubs that host 
these events work hard to share the interesting at-
tractions in their area with all who attend.   

Enjoy the photos of the many ACTC members 
who attended.  But, think about joining us for these 
fun events the next time.  We would love to have you 
along. 

Congratulations ACTC! 
Chuck Thompson 

Saturday, during the day, was time to enjoy all 
that the San Diego area had to offer...Old Town; the 
Botanical Garden; the Beaches; the balmy weather 
and so much more. 

But, the big event was Saturday's Awards Ban-
quet … Congratulations again to ACTC.  Those pre-
sent did our Club proud.  How did we do … 

ACTC was recognized for our nice donation 
($500) to the International Convention.  

Our Newsletter Editor, Chris Ames, received a 
Silver Award for our new electronic newsletter. 

Five of our members volunteered to be judges 
for the event… Chris Ames, Eric Fehrmann, Jim 

Rodgers, Chuck Thompson and Mike Wood. 
In the Touring class, John and Gail Dalmolin 

received a 3rd place for their 1957 Thunderbird. 
In the Hoods Up Touring class A, Chris and 

Sharon Ames received a 3rd place for their 1956 
Thunderbird. 

In the Hoods Up Touring class B, Ken Kowalski 
received 2nd place for his 1956 Thunderbird. 

In the Concours I class, Jim Rodgers received 
the gold award for his 1957 Thunderbird. 

Ed and Kennedy Torel’s daughter Erica and 
fiancée Greg were recently married.  And the Seattle 
family of Erica's eldest son, Weylin and wife Arisa, 
are going to be parents, making Ed and Kennedy 
great grandparents.  

Jim Rodgers with Gold Award Ken Kowalski with 2nd place award Mike Wood with Gold Award 
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~  WE ACTC ADVERTISERS ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB SLAGLE 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:diane@imaginetravelvacations.com?subject=ACTC%20Ad
http://www.tiresaz.com/
mailto:belltireauto@cox.net?subject=ACTC%20Ad
mailto:azkstm@yahoo.com
http://www.rondavisradiators.com/

